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nis life he has known and observed April 10th, 1836, as the date upon 


which he was porn. 


5 ta hee, 
o wo ad lant ved (Beg hy 


Sworn to and subscribed nefore me this the &th day of “ay, Ae Tre 1913-6 


Clerl 


the Chancery Court, Jackson Co. iss 


sare 


5 “y 
ee \ 
a SQ Mt ¢ 
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Jackson County. } * 

Before me, FRED TAYLOR, CLERK OF THE CHANCERY 
COURT OF SAID COUNTY, this day personally appeared Solomon Gregory, 
kmown to me to be the same rwho. executed an affidavit before me on the 
8th day of May, A. D. 1913, such affidavit relating to his age and 
explaining error in stating his age in a statement filed by affiant 
with Bureau of Pensions on June 30th, 1908, who, being by me duly 
sworn, deposes,t at he is the same person who executed the above 


mentioned affidavit-being same affidavit referred to in letter from 


Commissioner of Bureau of Pensions addressed to Fred Taylor, Clerk of 


i the Chancery Court, Pascagoula, Mississippi, of date May 28th, 1913; 
that affiant served as Landsman in the United States Navy on the 
Steamships Calhoun and New London; mms that thex number of meExiean 
affiant's pension claim is 36,688 as shown by the saxktf«aks pension 


j certificate issued to, and now in the custody of, affiantj and that 


this affidavit is made to supplement the above mentioned affidavit 
‘ executed by affiant on the 8th day of May, A. D. 1913. 


Sworn to and subscribed befee me this the 6th day of Sunes . 19136 


a 
Zc fx ncery Cleri 


Jackson County, Mississippi. 
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Wasuineton, D. C., January 2, 1916. 


». Sm: Please answer, at your earliest convenience, the questions enumerated below. The information 
.is requested for future use, and it may be of great value to your widow or children. Use the inclosed 


“envelope, which requires no stamp. 


+ 


Very respectfully, 


SOLOMON GREGORY, GENSloy 
oa > MOSS POINT,MISS. i Cenmiotioee: 
“36688 ACT MAY NAVY PR 
eeeeRS Uo S.) 
| 


\ 


ericey 


Foto | HERE. 


No. 1. Dato and place of birth? Answer. Yirhbade,. 
Tho name of ys you served? Answer. OF. — pH 


No. 2. What was your post office at enlistment? Answer. 


No. 3. Stato your wife's full name and her maiden name. Answer. ©) eutat.? 


Jrracaa Ih 


No. 4. When, where, and by whom wer, you married? = Answer.7-4° 


No. 5. Is there any official or church record of your marriage? 
Ifso, where? Answer. .....-----+-----++ +++ 


No. 6. Were you previously married? If #0, state the name of your former wife, the dato of the marriage, and the date and place of her 


death or divorce. If thero was more than one previous marriage, let your answer include all former wives. Answer. ki. oe 


Foto | HERE. 


ame of her former husband, the dute of such marriuge, 


No. 7. If your present wile was married bofore her marriage to you, state the 
and the date and place of his death or divorce, and state whether le ever rendered any niiltary or naval service, and, if #0, 
give name of the organization in which he served. If sho was married moro than once before her marriage to you, let your 


; : q answer include all former husbands. Answer. ay 29) iucicatiensenaeee ea ssskandapernneuvenyenesevegeneecus 


f 
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USING JT. 
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APPLICATION FOR REIMBURSEMENT. 


(This application, when 4 bet Moor haying authortt: oaths poses, 

ose ee aed etc tatTsod Pile of all wkyoussa, tS the Commissioner of Rewsions, Waslingisas Be) 
® . . . 

Srarz or ._.. ands ja- ted oe 


Oourrr or of OMAN 


) ___......., A.D. one thousand nine hundred and... Hee 
J 


rEsEPavees within and for the County and State af 
y aged a years, a resident of 
sas Sa ae aT County of [CO-ED State of 


_.... who, being duly sworn according to law, makes the following declaration in order 
to obtain reimbursement from thy accrued pension for expenses puid (or obligation incurred) in the last sickness and burial of 
(8- MT DfT LOM 5... who was a pensioner of the United States by 


~ on account of the service of 


cortifcate No. 5:06: aF9. 
3 canoe Papel 
in Lenmefeacneg lL.5. ppt ae atl Keele LL semen Cat 


That pension was last paid to PO Slam.) LVRS 

‘That the answers to questions propounded below are fall, complete, and truthful to the best of my knowledge, information, 
and belief, and that no evidence necemsary to a proper adjustment of all claims against the accrued pension is suppressed or 
withheld. * 
L What was the full name of the deceased pensioner? Sebp-wve. oan 


fot soldier or 


(c) Uf married, did his wife survive him? (Answer yes or no.) ort 
(d) It no, ie sho still living? (Answer yes or no.) ZL Qo nnnanenn enn anne nee 
(6) It not living, give full names an daten of death of all wives. eee 

¥ rected Poe ke 
(Jf) Was he ever divorced? (Answer yes or no.) tM Se esas 


If 20, is the divorced wife still living? (Answer yes or no.) .___--__.-...-....--.---. (Lf living, of the 
G) Me eeeree of divorve mast be filed.) * z ‘ eoeey! 


' 
(A) If not living, give her fall name and the date of her death Lara Ahe... 
4 Did pensioner leave a child under 16 years of age? (Answer yes or no.) Ys 
5. Is any such child atill living? (Answer yes or 00.) —--.------------- 


6. Were any vick or death benefits paid on pensioners account? If 20, give name of society and amount paid -___. 
°e 


7. Was there insurance (life, accident, or health) in fore on life-of pensioner at time of death? (Answer yes or no.) .ghad 


8. If wo, give the name of each company in which a policy was carried and the amo 
o 
Mog asens Aan yn 922. 


9, Who wae the beneficiary named in each policy? Att _atictaheee, 


tin which each policy was written 


11. Were the premiums paid by the deceased pensioner? -...---.---- Jit Liesl enters rete 
12. If not paid by the deceased pensioner, state the amount of premiums paid by each person who made payment on that 
41s. Bil en eovcessesssne nscceccesscssennsssentonssassss ssssecsnsscoscseeeseoes 


q 


<email ux 
_%. Give aa a EW addres of each physician who attended the pensipner during Just wickmess —..-------------—----- 


18. Did pensioner leave an unindorsed pension check? (Answer 
19, What waa your relation to the deceased pensioner? 
20. Are you married? (Answer yes Or 19.) -------------- 
21, What waa the cause of pensionor’s death? .--——2-t-a et 
22, When did the pensioncr’s last sickness begin? Arter rad..2. MelAhF- 
23. From what date did the pensioner become #o ill as to require the regular and daily attendance of another person constantly 


Prt PP ratcdap LUBA 


26, Where did the pensioner live during last sickness? _ Fact. 
27. Where did the pensioner die? ——.--------------— Lt. 
28, When did the pensioner die? — Or ee ee 
29, Where was the pensioner buried? 9 ead. Peek 2 BEEEAL enn 


30. Has there been paid, or will application be made for payment to you or any other person, any part of the expenses of the 


-penaioner’s lasteicknow and barial by any State, Connty, or municipal corparatian? (Answer yes or Do.) tara 


81. State below the expenses of the pensioner’s last sickness and barial, Write the word none where no charge is made in 
‘case of any item of expense noted, 


(Each charge entered below should be supported by an itemized bill of the person who rendered the service or furnished 
any supplies for which reimbursement is demanded, and should show, over his signature, by whom paid, or who is held 
any eras for rer main the name of the peasioner for whom the expense was incurred or service .) 


| Stare Weernen Paro A : 


Natune or Exrenszs. ‘on UNPazD. 


a 
32, Is the above » completo list of all the expenses of the last sickness and burial of the 


deceased pensioner? (Answer yes or no.) , 
‘That my post-office address is No. ---s-<—™———- 


County of fp g 


a married woman, she it required to sign the application with her own fall 


(When the claimant for reimburvemen 


name, not using the Christian name or the initials of her husband, and all billy ghould Le receipted to her in her own name.) 


who, being duly sworn, say that they saw. 
name (or make _....-.... mark) to this application; that they know the claimant herein and that their answers to the 
following questions are true: 
1. Did pensioner bi Sieal or suilor) leave 1 widow or s minor child under ago of sixteen years surviving? 
2. When did the pensioner die? eee 2", re He 
3. Did pensioner leave any property? If so, state its character and value 


4. We know pensioner - 20 


Name ...... a aera 
P.O. Adroms . 2eaead Pons K,... Pract 
A.D. 192f.; and I cortify that the contents of the foregoing application were fully mado known and explained to the 


claimant and witnesses before swearing, that, I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this claim, and 1 


DECLARATION AKCEPTED as 
A CLAIM UNDER THE On: or 


MARoH a, 1888, 


Crier, LAW Olvision 
STATEMENT OF ATTENDING PHYSICIANS. 


Vv Five wert nmr == Atay Bn CG By. tee : 


* Give date cf commencement of pensioner’s last sickness SR 2 SF a rere ese eee 
From what date Gia the pensioner require the regular and daily attendance of another person constantly until death? 


eS ok nT Se 
Sid 


During what period did you sttend the pensioner? 
State nature of disesse from which pensioner died ___-_. 


Give name of each person who rendered service us nuree, and who has made or will make a charge for such service _______--__-.. 
9 


Dikescisoaacnesissisiniesasaancsniseanoemmmntemrrrrerseene 


Does your bill include « charge for all medicine furnished the pensioner during last sickness - 
Has your bill been paid; if eo, by whom? fae, => eae st oregon Sass eeie sented 


Mention any other facts wi 


I certify that tho foregoing statement is correct. 


[fa 


Mending Physiean. 


See ee sciiastiodscaianeny BO 


na ‘ere seer emer Ateniting Physician. 


ih 


The following 
was prepared 
by a Planer, 
and relates to 
the family line. 


UN'S 


dl) Jerk 


1840 to 1894 
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The information included in this package includes the 
deposition given by Ebeneezer (Need) on March 7, 1874, in East 
Pascagoula relating to the claim of Severen Boudreau, whose cattle 
were taken from Petit Bois (Pettibo) Island, during the blockade of 
the Western Gulf coastal waters, during the Civil War. The total 
testimony and related documents were 104 handwritten pages. This 
testimony gave me a new perspective on the nature of slavery in 
Jackson County, at least for Creoles and some Mulattoes, during the 
Pre-Civil War era. 


Some Creoles/Mulattoes were not slaves before the War. Others 
who were often lived apart from their owners. The summary 
statement by the Special Commissioner, Major Gillette, sheds some 
light on the conditions along the coast. Testimony in this claim 
was given by whites and blacks, ex-slave holders and ex-slaves, 
mostly in favor of Severen's claim. The result of the inquiry was 
that congress approved a settlement of more than $1,400.00 in 
1876. Severen's original claim was for more than $6,600.00 


At the same time Miguel Pol, a white, was totally denied his 
claim of more than $18,000.00 I have not been able to get the 
actual claim from the National Archives. 


The 1850 census data (Slave Schedule), lists the slaves owned 
by ‘John McInnis by age, sex, and color b(black) or m(mulatto). 
John McInnis only had three mulatto slaves listed. First a 28 
years old female mulatio, a 10 year old male mulatto and an 8 year 
old female mulatto. 


I believe it is most feasible to assume that the 10 year old 
male is EBENEEZER, the 8 year old, his SISTER and the 28 year old 
female, his MOTHER. Adding substance to this assumption is the 
fact that in all testimony given by Ebeneezer or Solomon Gregory, 
each consistently list 1862 as the year they enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy (though 1863 is the actual, year as entered in the Calhouns 
logs and muster roll). S 


Ebeneezer is listed as 22 years old when he enlisted (he 
thought it was 1862!). This was 12 years after the 1850 Slave 
Schedule at which time he was 10 years old. The age of 10 would be 
correct since slave owners kept accurate records of slave births 
and sales. I have not come across any other record of the 28 yr 
old mother (?) or the 8 yr old sister(?). 


The partial school list of parents and students in the Moss 
Point School in 1892 (to 1893) list Needham Jenkins as being the 
father of; Felice, age 17, Maggie, age 5, Lorenzo, age 9 and 
AMELIA, age 14. 


On the other side of this page is the census data from 1910 
which lists AMELIA Buchanan, the wife of Lloyd and mother of 
Cornelius, Pricilla, Nelsena and the foster mother of Ida White, as 
being a 32 year old mulatto. This census was 18 years after the 
AMELIA who entered school as the daughter of Needham, age 14. 


Adding further to this assumption is the fact that Solomon 
Gregory enrolled his two children, SOLOMON GREGORY (Jr.?) and ELIZA 
GREGORY at the same time. It's obvious they went together since 
they are consecutive on the roster: Solomon listed his wife's 
name, rather than the mother's actual name, on the roster. 


The other list reveals that CLARA JENKINS, the one original 
daughter who none of the remaining elder Jenkins progeny ever heard 
of, did attend school. She was also on the roster when she was 13 
years of age (I misplaced the copy of the document). 


r 


Ebeneezer Jenkins 


° 33 years old 

¢ During war I was | and spent time i in MS 
Ebeneezer McInnis Sound 

e Iwas slaveto John ° Wason gunboat J.P. 


McInnis up to 1862, | Jackson when we 
when on 28" Dec. I | were instructed to go 


ran off in a skiff from to PB and get cattle 


Pascagoulato Horn for food 
Island to join the U.S. ¢ Iam American of 
fleet. I shipped out to | mixed blood, but not 
the gunboat Calhoun —_acreole 
under Capt. Biglow —. Known SB all his life 
_ and knew he owned 
cattle on PB island 


a; an | 


¢ SB has good rep tation as old 
creole citizen 


¢ SB is loyal to Union 


¢ SB employed a man to look after 
cattle and his name was Mon 


Pierre “Big Louis” He’s dead now 
but he lived on PB Island 


eI was discharged from service in 
1865 by Commodore Palmer 


Jenkins 98 
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CIVIL WAR SURPRISE | 


Ebenezer McInnis (McKinnis), a.k.a. Ebenezer Jenkins, a.k.a. Need (Neid) 
Jenkins had always been a curiosity to me. Maybe the names Ebenezer and Need 
convey the image of a tragic person who, through a variety of circumstances, was 


a perpetual victim. 


Born the slave son of his slave holding biological father, and finally forced to 
change his last name under duress, never able to read or write, and according to 
cousin Ivon, his last days on earth were spent sitting and not being able to lie 
down because of some unexplained illness. His children and grand children 
‘ whom I knew did not seem to know much about him. His wife Margaret outlived 
him by 26 years or so. Did she discuss him and important events in his life with 


the children and grand children? Obviously not ver much, or not in much detail. 


Cousin Ivon and other grandchildren were aware that Margaret received a pension 
after his death, but no one knew that he had been in the military. Cousin 
Alphonse, who is 87 years old, could shed no light on Need, in fact he told me 


that he was rarely discussed in his presence. 


The pension document led to the most exciting and unexpected fact about Need. 
The fact that he clandestinely, along with at least one other slave, Solomon 


Gregory, managed to make it out to the USS Calhoun, a Union vessel in the 


Mississippi Sound, and join the Union Forces! 


That act of defiance must have been exhilarating for someone who never had any 
real say about decisions affecting his life or well being. I had an immense feeling 
of pride that he made the decision to fight for the cause of freedom. 

In their minds Solomon and Ebenezer had to know that if they were caught before 
they made it out to the Calhoun, or if they were captured by Confederate troops, 
that the punishment would be absolute. Yes, I can only imagine that this was as 
great an act of courage and optimism as either had ever experienced in their 


lifetimes. 


_T have the intention of visiting the National Archives in Washington D.C. and 
reading the ship’s logs of the U.S.S. Calhoun and U.S.S. New London. A 
glimpse of Union Naval activity along the Gulf Coast from New Orleans to 
Mobile generally involved Union blockades of ports such as Mobile and New 
Orleans and probably other locations such as Gulfport and Pascagoula. Ship 
Island off of Biloxi was occupied by the.Union. Horn Island and some of the 
other barrier islands along the coast were important in the naval activities of the 


area. 


What was going on with Need and Solomon after the war ended? No one in 
Solomon’s family was aware of what they did during the war. Was this out of 


fear of retribution from ex-confederates? Did Margaret know about his services 


and never shared it with the children. Was it considered important by either? 
Was his name change due as much to his Union service as to anything else? The 
answers to these questions will never be known since neither could write or read. 
Reading the captains logs from the Calhoun and New London would reveal the 
ship’s activities and some semblance of what life was life for at least two 
"Landsmen" (those who know little or nothing of the sea). They may even be 
direct references or mention of assignments or duties relating to their day-to-day 


activities. 


I would like to learn more from whatever sources are available. 


Jenkins Family History 
Greene and Jackson Co. Mississippi 


As a child there were many summer evenings when my mother-Yvonne, my 
aunt-Margretta, my grandmother-Florita, my great uncle-Arthur("Uncle Boots"), 
my great aunt Carmelia ("Ain Pie") and family friends would sit on the front porch 
of the house built right after the Civil War (See the attached deeds), and listen to 
stories about "Need", Edward Malcolm Smith and other family members. 

The only ones present who personally remembered "Need" were "Uncle Boots" 
and "Ain Pie". "Uncle Boots" did not, to my recollection, discuss "Need" very much 
or I was too young to remember. "Ain Pie" lived much longer but she had mental 
lapses and was frequently not in tune with reality. Most of the stories were handed 
down and probably embellished, or incomplete, over the passage of time. 

: Certain central facts seem to stand the test of time and have indeed been 
verified through official documentation. 

"Need" was born a slave and was the property and son of either Neil or John 
McInnis. The deed and other documents confirm the McInnis name. The fact is 
however that slaves generally bore the family name of the owner. 

In "Need's" circumstance, the oral history states that after his father's death 
his two legitimate half-brothers began a foes campaign to force him to change his 
name. This would seem to confirm the paternity legend, since there are many black 
McInnis in Green and Jackson counties who bear that name to this day. 

A casual glance at my only know picture of "Need" surely indicates that he had 
more caucasian than negroid features, so his mother must also have been mulatto. 
The story goes that he went to the court house to change his name and he looked 


bewildered and out of place since he had never been in a court house before. 


A white man asked him what was wrong and he said he had to change his 
name.This man said, "so what's the problem?" "Need" said he did not know, "what 
name to use." The man said, "well use Jenkins if you want to, that's my name." He 

The public library in Pascagoula, Miss has a number of local documents and 
books on the history of the Mississippi Gulf Coast. One book on the history of 
Jackson Country states that a fire in 1875 destroyed the county court house and all 
county documents prior to 1875. That means that mostly census and other federal 
documents must be relied on to gather data on blacks, slave and free, before 1875. 
The 1830 U.S. census reported the following free blacks in Jackson County none 


were identified by name, only by age and gender: 


Under 10 Yrs 10 to 24 yrs 24to36 yrs 36to55 yrs 55 to 100 yrs 


Ms °F: Ms °F. M. OF. Ms. (Fs Mio OR. 
1 9 9 14 4 9 2 7 0 1 


The 1840 census reported no Free Colored in the county! 

Much enthusiastic assistance was provided to me by the librarian, a private 
patron, Mr. Don Quinn, and several other private researchers using the library on 
that day. With their assistance I was able to make a lot of progress in one visit. I 
express sincere thanks to the above. 

After” spending what seemed a very long time examining and finding no 
reference to either Ebenezer McInnis or Need Jenkins in the 1870 Jackson County 
census files, I was elated after about 30 minutes to suddenly see the name "Jenkins, 
Need" before me in the 1880 census. These files are handwritten. Names » ages, Ste; . 


made this data seem to be in the present. 


In 1880 Need was 45 years of age, married, a laborer, could not read or write, 
he, his father and mother were born in Mississippi. He would have been born in 1834 
or 1835! 

His wife Margaret (my great grandmother) was 29 years of age, a housekeeper, 
could not read or write, was born in Mississippi, father born in Alabama and mother 
in Mississippi. She would have been born in 1850 or 1851! 


The 1880 census lists the following children; 


Isabella age 12, in school 

Arthur (uncle "Boots") 10 in school 
Clara, age 8, in school 

Mathilde, age 6 in school 

Felicia, age 2 at home 


‘Carmelia ("Ain Pie") 1, at home 


The census classified ex-slaves as black or mulatto just as slaves had been 
counted before the Civil War. The entire family was classified as mulatto! 
The neighbors were: 
a. The Lewis Thomas family, 
black with children and an 8 year oid mulatto named Mamie Young living with 
them. 
b. The Henry Simms family, wife and three children, black. 
c. Lewis Dupont, a carpenter, white. 
There was no census data for 1890. While examining the 1900 census frame by 
frame I came across Carmelia Jenkins ("Ain Pie") who was a boarder with Bella 


Jones. She was 20 years of age and could not read or write. 


Margaret Jenkins was listed as a widow. However, she was now 42 years of age 
and her birthday was given as 1857! Now both of her parents were born in 


Mississippi! 


The children: 
Arthur, 1870, age 30, a foreman, could not read or write 
Lorenzo, 1882, age 17, sawmill laborer, could not read or write. 
Maggie, 1887, age 12, student, reads & writes. 
Florita, 1890, age 10, student, reads & writes. 


All the siblings were related to Margaret as brothers and sisters? 


‘Mathilde's nickname was "Tinny", cousin Gracie Cowan was her daughter. 
Gracie's children were: Brittina, Mack Jr., Mathilde, Steve, "Skeet", 
Vivian, Effie and Norma Jean. 

Felicia was "Rail", her children were Nelba ("Kitt"), and Ethel ("Buck") 

Lorenzo, "Uncle Dibbs", son Alphonse ("Tee Nichie"). 

Of the great aunts and uncles I Sais remember knowing Arthur ("Uncle 
Boots"), and Carmelia ("Ain Pie"). Isabella was the mother of Jim and Jack McInnis 
and she died shortly (about two months) after Jim was born in Greene County. It is 
reported that she was badly treated by her husband and contacted pneumonia after 


Jim's birth. Margaret brought him back to Moss Point and raised him. 


"Uncle Boots" walked with a cane, he was famous for his "Ghost & Gin" stories. 
It seems that ghosts would regularly follow him home from "up on the corner" (the 
tavern). According to Uncle Boots the only way to get them to stop following him was 
to dig a small hole in the dirt on the side of the road, take the gin bottle from his 
back pocket, pour some into the hole walk away a short distance, and watch as, this 
huge ghost magically shrank as the gin in the hole was drunk, until the ghost 
completely disappeared as the last drop of gin desappeared. 

Other ghost stories involved buried money. It seems older people would bury 
money in cans or jars for safe keeping. If this money belonged to someone who died 
and left it buried, the person finding the burial place had to take certain 
precautions, forgotten by me, when digging for the money or the ghost protecting 
it would cause it to sink further as the digging proceeded. 

A "hoot owl" hooting under certain circumstances meant that someone you knew 
well was going to die within a short time. 

My grandfather Edward Malcolm Smith, was a prosperous banana plantation 
owner who also owned a small fleet of fishing vessels before he drowned off the Coast 
of California in the 191__'s. 

I finally reestablished communications with the family on Grand Cayman Island 
when I was in college in the 1950's. In the late 1960's I went with my family to visit, 
"Molly," as Edward Malcolm Smith was called by everyone on the Island who knew 
of him, did not own a banana plantation and there never was a fishing fleet. However 
his sister was 88 years old and living in the house he had had build, after he married 
Florita, for them to live in. The house was on 3 to 5 acres of land. 

"Ain Pie" lived in the old family home ever since I can remember. The story was 
that she had been quite ambitious. she owned a small store and bought a home a few 


blocks away before she got married. 


The man she married,Wiley Connerly, it turns out, was stealing money from the 
business until he finally found a way to take her life savings from the bank. The 
amount was reported to be $600.00, quite a large amount at that time (a fancy couch 
from the Sears catalogue costs from $5.00 to 12.00 during that period). "Ain Pie" 
eventually suffered a mental break down. I remember that she got gradually worse 
as time progressed. After she died I remember her body being waked in the house 
laid out on a board on the bed in the middle bedroom. The night before the funeral 
the body was placed in a casket and displayed in the living room. I have fond 
memories of "Ain Pie" since she spent much more time with me when she had her 
normal periods. 

I especially remember her garden down near the spring and the small cyprus 
swamp at the bottom of the property. She grew the largest pumpkins and made the 
best pumpkin pie I have tasted to this day. She also grew okra, which I detested at 
the time. 

Florita died in 1946 or 1947 when I was 10 or 11 years of age. She had a disease 
which no one at the time would admit. Cancer was somehow thought of as a social or 
demeaning disease. 

"Nan Nan" (Margretta) never married and had no children. She was my 
mother's (Yvonne/Evon) only living sibling. she always bought special things for me 
but she always worked at jobs that by today's standards are considered menial. I 
remember she took one vacation to Hot Springs Arkansas. "Nan Nan" lived aloné in 
the old family place for most of the time after Florita died. She went out of her way 
to keep things as they had been, including the documents contained in this family 
sketch. Unfortunately many of the documents which revealed much about the family 


circumstances were lost or misplaced after Margretta's death. 


I remember going through the shoe box in the late 1950's which contained the 
deeds (which had been torn at the fold lines and sewn together with thread), the 
letters from Edward Smith to Florita and many other receipts and memorabilia which 
shed some light on the hardships suffered in a matriarchal family. 

In the 1920's the property tax bills were not paid on at least three ocassions 
before tax liens were placed on the property. Each time the property was redeemed 
by Florita. The striking thing was that the tax bills were always less than $4.00! 

One interesting paper from 1921 was an 10U to Jim McInnis for $161.00 (as close 
as I can recall) for the burial of Margaret Jenkins, Jim's grandmother. When we 
purchased the property more than fifty years later, this money had to be repaid 
before Jim consented to sign the sale documents as an heir. 

‘The house and the property are located at what is now Payne and Welch Streets 
in Moss Point. The frame house, witha front porch the width of the house, had three 
bedrooms a living room, a dining room, an outhouse and kitchen. Later a screened 
in back porch and an inside bath room were added. Water was brought up from the 
spring down the hill at the bottom of the property until I was about 10 years of age. 
Later a hand operated pump was installed behind the house. The front bedroom had 
a trap door in the floor which was covered by an area rug. I always wondered what 
the purpose of that trap door had originally been. The house had been moved from 
its original location about 1935 or 1936, so a tunnel or something else may have 
provided a haven from right riders. No living family member was ever able to tell me 


about the purpose of this trap door. 


The property contained numerous fruit trees and sub-tropical plants. On the 
Payne Street side, near the road, was an edible pear tree anda large mulberry tree, 
which still partially stands (I started cutting it down because children at the 
Charlotte Heights elementary school across the street might hurt themselves climbing 
for the berries). Numerous pecan trees were scattered about. My favorite was the 
white scuppernong vine and trellis. Another pear tree was behind the house and 
these were called "sand" pears. These were usually cooked and canned and used as 
a jam or preserve. 

Possums could often be seen at night in the persimmon tree. a number of fig 
trees caused me much discomfort as the underside of the leaves causes the skin to 
really itch when picking figs. The figs were cooked, canned and used as a jam or 
preserve. A grape vine provided the fruit for wine making, which Florita made 
yearly. Huckleberries were another source for wine. 

‘The cherry trees had small tart berries and the birds usually feasted on these. 
I vaguely remember pomegranates and the large persimmons. A citrus tree did not 
bear fruit but the leaves were used to make very good tea. Florita also made root 
beer and aged it in large (about 20 gallon) crock jars. 

A large garden provided pole beans, sometimes peanuts and other fruits and 
vegetables (this was in addition to "Ain Pie's" garden). 

The spring flowed into a larger ditch which emptied into the backwaters of the 
Escatawpa River. This constant moisture created and maintained a mini swamp which 
contained cyprus trees, vines, ferns, and spanish moss. 

The stream from the spring contained minnows, crayfish, a type of large 
salamander which lived in the mud of the stream, and large cotton mouth moccasins. 
Raccoons, opossums and other small animals were present. We caught a few alligator 


snapping turtles in the stream, which were very good when cooked. 


A very large Sleeping Locust tree was in the front yard. At sunset the leaves 
and pink flowers would fold and close until sun rise. There was an arched trellis 
with a climbing rose bush covering it completely. In the trellis was a swing. I recall 
"Uncle Boots" falling out of this swing when I was very small. 

The property is quite different from the description in the original deed in that 
the construction of Welch and Payne Streets ran at an angle on the southwestern 
(intersection of Payne & Welch) end. This resulted in about a third of the property 
being subtracted with one triangular section across Welch still a part of the original. 
A triangular section across Payne on the west is now part of another tract. 

After purchasing the property the house was rented for a time and then became 
vacant. The taxes, with the house included, were appreciably more. I had a friend 
tear down the house and he used the virgin lumber on some of his own projects. 


Hopefully one day soon I will build my retirement house on the land. 


JAMES E. PLANER 


DOCUMENTS AND LETTERS 

The birth certificate, item 8, is an example of how inaccuracies . 
in recording information about births and other vital statistics have 
been a source of problems for people later in life. 

This birth certificate was for Yvonne Lettuce Smith. The firee. 
error is the name VIVIAN LETTICE SMITH! 

The next error is the mothers name Florita Jenkins spelled 
FLORETAR JINKINS! 

Next is the birth place of the father, West Bay, Grand Cayman, 

B.W.1I., WEST BAY, G. COMPOR, JERMCA! Next is the father's occupation 


steward, sailor, STEWARD, SALOR! 


The mid-wife would fill in the information on the document and it 
would be registered as factual. s 

When my mother Yvonne retired she had to show proof of birth for 
social security and retirement benefits. When she sent away to 
Jackson, Mississippi, she had to go to a lot of trouble to prove that 
she was the same person listed on this certificate. 

I assume that Ms. Bardwell delivered one or more children in a 
short time and in the confusion she used the wrong first name, since 
VIVIAN does not remotely sound like EVON (later YVONNE). 

The misspelled words were probably due to limited schooling. 

The transcription of the letters and deeds were typed as written, 
with grammar, punctuation, and spelling uncorrected. The typed 
versions were simply to make readable copies of faded and discolored 


originals. 


The affidavits and pension application were received on June 8, 
1992 per my request to the National Archives Trust Fund Board. On 
first hurried examination I felt somewhat disappointed that ehese 
was not a neat form with filled in blanks. Listing date of birth, 


place of birth, mother's name, grandmother, and etc. 


However, after reading the rather parallel statements which were 
made to prove certain things necessary to be declared eligible for 


a pension, many details and insights came through. 


One was my assumption that Ebenezer and Solomon Gregory enlisted 
together. Solomon's affidavit not only affirmed that but his 
account of Horn Island as the place the went aboard, the condition 
of the Calhoun, and the capture of the cutter crewmen should be 
verifiable as it was intended to prove he had indeed been aboard 


with Ebenezer. 


The account of Samuel Brown more than 30 years after the end of 
slavery indicates how totally the system took hold of the slave's 
mindset as to being property. I personally did not previously use 
the term "slave owner" in this entire packet, believing that no one 
can own anyone. The former slaves use of terms such as "masters" 
and "owners" illustrates that their world was much different form 


ours. 


The other glaring thing that strikes me is how names and dates 
cannot be relied upon as solid leads. The other striking thing was 
that the two black witnesses who could write their own affidavits 
did so with better spelling and punctuation than many of the 


Justices and Notaries. 


The town in Greene county where Ebenezer was said to be born is 


either Salam or Saldw or salaw. I doubt if it still exists. 


The other item which becomes murkier with each document is the 
question of Ebenezer's age. According to the 1880 U.S. Census his 
age would have been 62 years in 1897. But according to Solomon they 
were about the same age and he would have been born in 1839 rather 


than the years 1835 indicated by the census. 


The other point about age and origin of birth in the document from 
the Military Reference Branch confirms my initial assertion that 
the officer recording the information at the time either did not 
ask and assumed that since Pascagoula was the closest town he was 
from there, he also assumed he was in Alabama territorial waters, 
not being real familiar with the area, and probably guessed at his 


ages, unless he deliberately lied. 


The handwriting and literacy of Ortancia Glaude makes me suspect 
that she was schooled at an early age, some years before the end of 
slavery and during the period when teaching blacks to read and 


write was generally forbidden! 


The transcripts once again were made to facilitate the reading of 


these documents, not to make corrections. 


James E. Planer 
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My aunt Florita was in New Orleans Louisiana when I was born, 
immediately arriving home. she asked my mother her sister, Maggie, 
if she would name me Edith Gertrude. A name of which I am very 
proud. I do not know where the nickname "Little H" came from but 


my aunt never called me by that name. 


My mother was a beautiful woman, having long black wavy hair 
that I liked to comb and brush. It was very unfortunate that she 


died at age forty two, of a heart condition. 


Uncle "Boots" was the only uncle living uncle that I knew. We 
were fond of each other, my mother would leave us with him and his 
friend, when she went to mobile to visit our father who was a chef 
on a tug boat that docked there. My brother "Son" and I had a lot 
of fun with him. He was getting some kind of pension, after getting 
his money he would come by and bring a large box of white crackers 
and have me make cracker pudding. I don't remember how old I was 


but I did the best that I could. 


“Ain Pie" had a nice home, she was so clean that you could eat 
off of her scrubbed kitchen floor. I liked to visit her because she 
gave me some special goodies. After becoming ill and going in to 
seclusion, she always remembered "little H." She would ask me to 
order out of the Walter Field Catalogue for her. The money that she 
got from her vegetable garden at the "Old Home" (Jenkins home ) 


would pay for her purchases. 


My remembrance of aunt "Tinny" was the times that she would 
come by our house and bring a pan of food from the kitchen where 


she worked. 


My only remembrance of my grandmother Margaret was, She and 
Florita would pass by our house, going to the bank in an old Model 
T Ford, driven by one of her friends. My sister Ivon, her daughter 


Irene, and I were standing by her grave after the funnel. 


"The Old Home" is where Aunt Florita spend all of her life. It 
was beautifully decorated, my aunt liked antique furniture. All of 
the bodies of the dead of the family were waked there. My brother 
"Son" and I liked visiting but did not like to spend the night 


because of all of the "haint" or ghost stories that were told. 
I am looking forward to the day that a new house will be built 
on the property. It won't be the same but a part of history will 


remain. 


Edith Gertrude Pierce 


NAVY WIDOW 
PENSION APPLICATION 


April 23, 1896 


This document indicates the application to receive a pension was 
filed on april 23, 1896. The attorney handling the case was Harry 


Planter of Leavenworth Kansas. 


the notes to the right of the official form indicate the reasons 
that Margaret needed so many affidavits from friends, neighbors and 
officials. "May 18, 1996 states Atty Planter more data. Alleged 


service not shown by records 


"August 5, 1997. Navy and refit services ret 22? for services 
on Calhoun in 64° 
ash 
Feb 1, 1899. refers to deaths, births, living sailors correct 


name, birth place and a reference to Solomon Gregory. 


March 1, 1899. Again requests births, living, death of 


sailors and to furnish records of same. 


"May 8, 1899. Atty Planter for copy of clients records of 


birth of children. 
Ast 


The fist reaction to the fact that it took over five years for Margaret to finally 
receive the pension she applied for on April 23, 1896 and received on may 13, 1901 
(Application date at the bottom of the NAVY WIDOW form and the bottom right of the 
BUREAU OF PENSIONS form), is that the same old bureaucratic red tape existed 


then as it does now! 


However when we consider the circumstances of Need's name change, no 
marriage or birth records, Margaret's variances of age, some of the inconsistencies 
in some of the affidavits, the fact that he was listed as being 22 years of age, on 
December 29, 1863 and possibly other inconsistencies unknown to us today makes the 


long delay understandable to some extent. 


The fact that so many local officials assisted her in qualifying for a pension 
from someone who rebelled against their convenient lifestyles surprises me 
somewhat. The fact that John McInnis assisted in purchasing the property in 1867 


immediately after the war becomes surprising. 


The mystery concerning "Works and Waterworks" is finally cleared up. They 
were not twins and was commonly believed but were born about two years apart. 


Their names were ABBANEZA and WATERWORTH! 


Yet Margaret did get the pension retroactive to April, 1896 after much 


assistance from former slaves and former "masters". 
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Buide stated. 


R I hereby appoint HARRY PLANTER, of Leavenworth, Kansas, my true“andiswful attorney to prosecute said claim 
1 with full power of substitution and revocation. 
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AFFIDAVIT # @% 1 
May 19, 1897 


I enlisted steamboat Calhune (Calhoun) a third class gun boat, 
about January 1864 at Horn Island, Miss in Miss Sound, as landsman 
and served about 18 months. The vessel was sent to New Orleans for 
repairs after inspection was condemed. The crew was transferred to 
the gun board New London and was sent to the Gulf of Mexico. On 
first trip down we lost a cutter officers and crew was captured by 
confidrats (confederates). Ebeneyer B. Jenkins enlisted at the same 
place and was discharged at the same time I was. He served as 
landsman also. His master was named John McInnis. He answered Role 
call by name of Ebeniza (Ebenezer) McInnis. He was a bright malata 
(Mulatto) dark hair and eyes, and would be about 58 years old now. 
I knew Ebeneza (sic) from childhood he was a sawyer (saw mill 
worker) before the war. Ebeneza (sic) went by the name of Ebeneza 
B. Jenkins after he come home he resided at Moss Point every since 
until his death. The captain of the Calhune (sic) was named Betalo 


and New London capt. Gideon Nilles as well as I can remember. 


Solomon Gregory, age 58. 


Wood, J.P. - Ex Officio Notary Public 


Witnessed: Ellen Gregory and 


Willey Carthoun 
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AFFIDAVIT # #2 


June 28, 1898 


I have resided at Moss Point Miss every since the war, and before 
the war. I have known Margaret and her husband all my life. I have 
lived in the same neighborhood with them. I was present at the 
Marriage her name was Margaret Toby. She was married to Ebenezer B. 
Jenkins July 8, 1867. Rev. Botts married them. Neither of them were 
married before the marriage to each other. The lived together as 
man and wife until the death Jenkins. He died June 27, 1894. I was 
present at the burial of Jenkins. Margaret Jemkins has not married 
Since the death of Ebenezer B. Jenkins. Margaret has a small 
homestead which I consider worth about two hundred dollars. She has 
no income. She does washing for the support of herself and 
children. She has not disposed of any property since April 23, 
1896. Ebenezer B. Jenkins went by the name of Ebenezer McGinis. 
That was his masters name. He was born at Salam in Greene County 
Miss. He went by his masters name until after the war. He was not 
in the army or navy before December 29, 1863, or subsequent to 
March 21, 1865. Ebenezer B. Jenkins always worked at Mr. Deny's 
mill. After that he worked on steam boats. He was sick a long time 


before he died at his own home. The residence of his wife. 


(Ms) Fun Plumer, age 50 


I Wood J. P. and Ex Officio Notary Public 


Witnessed: Charles S. Collard and Henry Hyde 
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AFFIDAVIT # 3 


July 11, 1898 


I have known Ebenezer B. Jenkins from the time he was born. He went 
by the name of McGines because it was our masters name. We both 
belong to the same man. Ebenezer B. Jenkins died at Moss Point 
Miss. June 27, 1894. I was present at the marriage of Margaret and 
Ebenezer B. Jenkins. They were married by Rev. Butts on March 8, 
1866. Margaret was not married previous to the marriage to Jenkins. 
Jenkins was not married before he married margaret. I knew them 
both from childhood. Margaret and Jenkins lived together until the 
date of his death. I know Margaret B. Jenkins has not married since 
the death of Ebenezer B. Jenkins. Margaret resides on her home ??? 
place where Ebenezer died. The place is valued at about two 
dollars, our master name was John McGines. We all went by that 
name, when slaves. Moss Point has been my place of residence all my 
life. Ebenezer B. Jenkins had never been in the army or navy to my 
knowledge before Dec. 29, 1863 or subsequent to March 21, 1865. I 
know all the family and lived in the neighborhood since the war. He 
always worked in the saw mill until some years past he was working 
on a steam boat. 
Samuel Brown, age 85 


I Wood, Ex Officio Notary Public 


Witnessed: Frank Robinson and 


B.F. Mathews on July 11, 1898. 
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AFFIDAVIT # 4 


July 20, 1898 


My husband Ebenezer B. Jenkins was borne at Salaw Green County 
Miss. He went by the name of Ebenezer McGins. McGenis was his 
masters name. My name was Margaret Toby before marriage to Jenkins. 
I never made any application for pension before this one. My 
husband was not in the army or navy before December 29, 1963 or 
subsequent to March 21, 1865. I have no property but the Homestead 
which is valued at two hundred dollars and have no one to do 
anything for me. I do washing for my support. My lot has about two 
acker (acre). The Doctor that attended my husband while sick has 
left the state. My husband died at Moss Point Miss June 27, 1894 
and has left me a very distitute (destitute) condition. Never 
previously married neither of us (this last sentence is a different 


handwriting) 


Margaret Jenkins, age 50 


July 20, 1898 
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AFFIDAVIT # 5 
August 4, 1898 


I have known Ebenezer B. Jenkins alias, Ebenezer McGinis and 
Margaret his widow all our lives, and that Ebenezer B. Jenkins and 
Ebenezer McGinis is one and the same identical person who entered 
the U.S. Navy, and Margaret Glaud and Margaret toby is the same 
individual person. Margaret mother had two husbands one name Glaud 
one name Toby. Thats why Margaret went by the two names. We were 
both present at the marriage of Ebenezer B. Jenkins and Margaret 
Toby and to best of our knowledge and belief, they were married on 
or about July 8, 1867. They were married a minister by name of Rev. 
Botts. We have all lived in the same neighborhood all our lives, 
were all children together Margaret is still the widow of Ebenezer 
B. Jenkins and they lived together as man and wife until the death 


of Ebenezer B. Jenkins. 


Ephrom Johnson, age 50 


Susan Taylor, age 48 


I Wood J.P. and Ex Office Notary Public 


Witnessed: Yema Fail and Frank Robinson 
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AFFIDAVIT # 6— 


August 22, 1898 


That she is the claimant is this case and she is unable to furnish 
record evidence of her marriage to the soldier for the reason that 
the Court House was destroyed by fire several years ago destroying 
said record. that she is unable to furnish the testimony of the 
minister, Rev. Botts, who married them as he is dead. She has 
heretofore and herewith furnished the very best obtainable 
testimony as to marriage and she asks that it be accepted in lieu 
of record evidence and the affidavit of the clergyman. Neither the 
soldiers nor myself were previously married before our marriage to 
each.other, and she lived with the soldier from their marriage 


until his death. 


Margaret Jenkins, age 50 


F H Lewis, Clark of the Chancery: 


Court, Jackson County Miss 


Witnessed: N. Woods, Charles Cruzat 
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AFFIDAVIT # 7 


August 24, 1898 


State of Mississippi 


County of Jackson 


On this 24 day of August 1898, personally appeared before me clerk 
of Chancery Court in and for said county, duly authorized to 


administed oaths. 


C.H. Alley age 62 years whose post office address is Scranton Miss. 
Whom I know to be reputable and entitled to credit and who being 
duly sworn, declares his relation to the aforesaid case as follows, 
I was clerk of the circuit and Chancery Courts of said Jackson 
county in the State of Mississippi in or about the years of 1874 
and 1875, about which time the court house and the whole county 
records were destroyed by fire including the marriage records of 


Ebenezer B. Jenkins and Margaret Jenkins was recorded. 


C.H. Alley 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 24th day of August 1898 


J. H. Lewis clark 


Chancery Court Jackson C. Miss 
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AFFIDAVIT # & 


March 13, 1899 


I was born next door to Mrs Jenkins house and have resided their 
every since. I know Lorenzo Maggie and Florita from their birth. I 
was at her house at the birth of all of them. Lorenzo was born July 
30, 1882. Maggie was born June 12, 1888, and Florita was born July 
12, 1889. I was at house when her husband Ebenezer B. Jenkins died. 
I was present at the funeral services. The services made by Rev. 
George Smith a colored minister of St. Pal (Paul) church at Moss 


Point Miss. 


Helen Davis, age 28 
I Wood J.P. 
Ex Officio Notary Public 


March 13, 1899 


(No witnesses in own handwriting) 
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AFFIDAVIT # § 


March 13, 1899 


I have resided at Moss Point for the past twenty seven years, and 
I know Ebenezer B. Jenkins alias McGines and his wife. I know all 
her children and that Lorenzo was born July 20, 1882. Maggie was 
born June 12, 1888, and Florita was July 12, 1889. My daughter 
Elida has the names and ages down, have always been an assistant to 
Mrs. Jenkins before and since the death of her husband. I was 
present at the death of Eenaza (sic) B. Jenkins, and I attended the 
funeral and saw him put in the ground. Rev. Gorge Smith performed 


the funeral services. The date of his death was June 27, 1894. 
Mrs. Ortancia Glaude, age 51 


I. Wood J.P. 


Ex Officio Notary Public 


(No witnesses, in her own handwriting) 
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jurat under Rule No. 18 of the Rules of practice and recent instructions of the Commissioner of Pensions and unless these 
instructions are strictly complied with this affidavit will be worthless. 
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AFFIDAVIT # 10 


March 13, 1899 


I cannot furnish record evidence of my husbands death as the Rev. 
George Smith did not make any. I have no church record of the birth 
of any of my children. Miss Elida Geud now. Mrs Martin (list) my 


children name and birth down for me, and that is all the record I 


can give. 


Margaret Jenkins, age 48, (1852) 
Charles C. Clidsey, 


Justice of the Peace and Notary Public 


Witnessed: Charles M. Cruzat, Allen J. Beck 
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AFFIDAVIT # 11 


October 5, 1899 


State of Mississippi, Jackson County & H.F. Krebs a Notary Public 
in and for the town of Pascagoula in said county and state do 
hereby certify, that Margaret Jenkins of Moss Point Miss who is 
personally known to me has produced beforehand a paper before me 
that purports to be a record of births of the children born to her 
and her late husband Ebenezer Jenkins and that the three last 
entries thereon are "Lorenzo Jenkins, born March 30, 1884, Maggie 
Jenkins born June 12, 1887, and Florita Jenkins born September 9, 
1889, from the appearance of said record it is original, tho 
different entries thereon appearing to have been made at different 
times, as there are no marks or alterations or erasures in said 
records with the exception the figure 6 in 1887 in record of Maggie 
Jenkins appeared to have been made first and the 7 made over it 


(thus 1885) 


Given under my hands and 
official seal this 5th 
day of October A.D. 1899 
H.F. Krebs 


Notary Public 
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AFFIDAVIT # 12 


November 17, 1899 


That she is the claimant in this case and she made a mistake in her 
application when she said Lorenzo was born July 30, 1882. Maggie 
was born June 12, 1888 and Florita was born July 12, 1889. But the 
true and correct dates of birth are as given in the family record 
which is Lorenzo was born March 30, 1884, Maggie was bone June 12, 
1887, and Florita was born September 9, 1889, and the erasure in 


the date in Maggie's birth was made at the time the entry was made. 


Margaret Jenkins, age 51 


(2?) Wood. J.P., Ex Officio Notary Public 


Witnessed: Claudio Thomas, Bess Mons (?) 
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